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Time  all  scripts  in  advaiace.  Suggest  you  make  any  ch8nige\\ids^iral^l.e='^'o  fit 
script  to  local  picture.  Pews  releases  from  this  office,  Snximary 

are  good  sor.rces  of  additional  ma.terial») 


SIBJACT:  PIPP  PHPV3PTI0H  FAPH 


PAPPICIPAPTS: 


Annomiccr 

H-iA 


BAPOIPO  OP  GAPPL 


AirPOlTPCPH; 


Hi  A: 


APilOUPCpR: 

PMA; 


AP1T051TCPH; 


PMA: 

APPOUl'CPH: 


Your  Pamily' s Poodl  This  is  YOUH  program,  brought  to  you  by 
the  United  States  Doioartment  of  Agriculture .YOUH  program 
to  keep  you  up  to  date  on  the  many  factors  that  influence 
YOUH  food  supply. 

And  here,  once  more,  is  of  the  

office  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration.  And 
our  subject  today,  ? 

Uell,  I thought  I*d  discuss  something  that  ha.s  an  important 
bearing  on  food  jpnoduction  and  conservation  - something  that 
not  everyone  thinks  of  in  connection  with  food. 
l.Tiat ' s that ? 

Pirst,  I have  a little  memory  test  for  you.  Do  you  knov;  why 
the  9th  of  October  is  an  important  anniversary? 

Lot  mo  see  now.,, the  9th  of  October, ,, sure  you  don't  mcan 
tho  12th  of  October,  when  Christopher  Columbus  discovered,  this 
fair  land, 

Po,  Try  again.  The  9th  of  October, 

Uell, . » , , , ,no , you  have  me  there.  .#,,  ,v/hat  anniversary  is 


the  9th  of  October? 


*^4 


« % 


RIA; 


RIA; 

Ths  anniversary  of  the  Great  Chicago  Pire, 

AITIJOUITCRIR: 

The  one  whore  Mrs.  0‘Loary’s  celohratod  cov;  is  alleged  to 

have  kicked  over  the  lantern  -in  1871? 

PHA: 

That  ’ s the  one . 

ArPOULTCRR; 

All  right,  Vftiere  do  we  go  from  there? 

RU; 

To  the  week  ®f  Octohor  6th  to  12th,  That’s  Rational  Pire 

Prevention  V'cek. 

AirilOUlICRR; 

Mayho  it’s  aoout  time  v/o  had  one,  too.  There 've  hoon  a lot 

of  fires  lately. 

PM  A: 

That  will  do  for  the  understatement  of  the  week.  V/liy,  did 

you  know.  . that  the  siren  aiad  the  clang  of  the 

fire  hell  can  he  heard  once  every  two  minutes  in  this  country. 

ALHOUITCJS: 

You  mean  we  have  a serious  fire  every  two  minutes? 

PMA: 

Svory  two  minutes,  day  and  night,  somebody’s  homo  or  place 

of  business  is  burning. 

APi:0U-€JP; 

That’s  ba.d. 

PMA: 

It's  very  ba.d,  ho  ha-ven't  c:iough  houses  to  go  around  nov;. 

APlIOulTCAIl: 

Aied  the  same  is  true  of  food,  and  all  the  other  goods  the 

vrhole  world  needs  to  got  back  to  a peacetime  basis. 

PMA: 

That’s  v;hy  \\^q  have  a national  fire  prevention  week. 

AimOlPIGJH: 

Toll  mo,  do  most  of  our  manj'-  fires  occur  in  the  city?  I 

should  thirlc  they  v;ould. 

PMA: 

The  surprising  truth  is  that  fire  last  year  destroyed  two 

hundred  million  dollars  in  rural  property. ,, that  ’ s neajrly 

half  the  total  fire  losses. 

AiATOUlTCJP: 

Tv;o  hundred  million  dollars’.  Tiia.t’s  a lot  of  money. 
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PI-iA: 


jLUTOljlTCilll: 
PM  A: 


AlliTOuilCMP: 

PMA: 


AiriTOUlTC^P: 


PI-IA: 

AiJlTOUiTC^: 


PMA: 


AifiJOUlTCilH: 


PM: 

AlfilOUilCJH; 


PMA: 


Horeovar,  firo  last  year  destroyed  30,000,000  acres  of 
forest  land,  v/ith  a direct  loss  of  38  million  dollars,  Put 
oven  tliose  figures  aren't  so  important  a.s  the  fact  tha.t  more 
than  3 thousand  5 hundred  people  lost  their  lives  in  those 
rural  fires. 

Tha.t ' s truly  shocking. 

And  here's  the  point,  , Almost  all  of  those  tragic 

fires,  that  cost  so  many  lives,  and  so  much  valuahle,, .in 
some  cases,  irroplacoahlo .property  could  hare  keen  prevented. 
Most  of  them  wore  caused  hy  sheer  carelessness. 

Just  how  do  you  mean?  Give  mo  aia  exajnplo. 

All  right,  that's  easy.  Of  course,  you've  had  the  lights 
go  out  at  your  house? 

Yes,  everyhody  has,  I imagine, 
llirk  do  you  do  when  that  happens? 

¥oll,,,..tho  first  thing  I do  is  got  the  flashlight  and  look 
in  the  fuso  hox. 

That's  standard  operating  procedure,  all  right,  lifha.t  thoii? 
?/oll,  then  I chock  the  fn.se s and  if  one's  blov/n  out,  I hunt 
aroujid  and  find  a now  one  and  put  it  in. 

Suppose  you  can't  find  one? 

Then  I ]put  a penny  in  the  socket  and  scrovi  the  old  fuse 
back  in  on  to]p  of  it.  But  v/hy  all  those  questions  about  my 
adventures  with  the  fuse  box? 

Because  you've  described  the  actions  almost  anyone  goes 
through  in  circumstances  like  that.  And  it  all  adds  up  to 


terrific  fire  hazard 
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Poally? 

PI-'iA: 

Suro.  look.  Tho  fuso  is  tlio  safotv  valvo  of  tho  liouso’s 

olcctrical  systom.  It's  nado  so  it's  weaker  than  tlio  v/iro. 

AlTlTOUlTCoiS: 

Yos,  I know  tha.t.  So  it  vdll  "blow  out  in  ease  the  v.dring  is 

ovorloa.dod. 

PM: 

HigI^t,  The  fuso  blov/s  when  the  v/iring  is  overloaded,  ilow 

v;hen  you  put  in  a penny,  or  a.  thirty  anpere  fuse  whore  a. 

fifteen  axnoore  fuse  was  'before,  you  naJeo  the  wire  tho  v/calccst 

lirJc  in  tho  electrical  chain. 

iUTiJOUlICJH: 

I see  what  you're  driving  at.  If  tho  v/iros  are  overloaded, 

t ho  y ’ 1 1 0 ve  rho  a.t , 

PM: 

And  sooner  or  later,  they'll  ’Durn  through  the  insulation  aiid 

sot  tho  wall  of  the  house  v;horo  they're  located  on  fire. 

Airiiouiicjs; 

I see  that  aAl  right.  Matter  of  fact,  I knew  that  'before. 

I just  didn't  stop  to  think  ahout  it. 

PMA: 

And  whak  did  I say  ca.usod  most  of  tho  fires? 

Aijl'OUlTCAR: 

Carelessness,  O.Z,  Score  one  for  you.  I'll  watch  that  one 

froa  nov;  on. 

PMA: 

There  are  other  things  you  wfuit  ko  watch,  too,  5’or  instance, 

what  docs  your  wife  do  when  tho  hag  of  the  va,cuum  cleaner  gets 

full? 

Ax  1 1 i Ou  i i CoiiS  J 

She  duTxips  it  out,  of  course. 

PM^i: 

Into  the  incinerator  chute,  nay'bc. 

AluTOUiTCAS: 

Is  thak  dangerous? 

PMA; 

You  "bet  it  is.  Any  dust  tha.t  will  'burn  v/ill  adso  explode, 

especially  if  there's  an  open  flaone  soaewhere  anound  while  the 

dust  is  still  in  tlio  air. 


..  f 


hlTlIOulIChH: 

Any  kind  of  dust? 

PH  A: 

Just  about . Avon  flour  or  cornstarch, coal  dust,  v/ood 

or  sawdust. 

AiATOUlTCAP: 

You  know,  that's  a now  ono  on  me. 

PHA; 

Just  toll  your  wife  to  bo  sure  to  wrap  the  dust  from  the 

vacuum  cleaner  in  a couple  of  shoots  of  newspaper,  end  tho.t 

hazard  v/ill  bo  avoided. 

A1 1 iT  0 lH  1 C Ait  • 

I certainly  will,  ITiat  about  this  matter  of  so  called 

"spontaneous  combustion"  or  "spontaneous  ignition"  that  I*ve 

hoard  about.  Like  damp  hay  on  a.  farm..  Is  that  really  so? 

PIU: 

Yes  it  is,  and  not  only  with  dar.ip  hay  on  a fa.rm.  A closet 

that  has  oily  rags  in  it  is  apt  ^to  be-  a fire  starter  too. 

Any  animal  or  vegetable  oil  on  any  combustible  ma.terial  ma.y 

ignite  by  itself  if  it's  loft  alone,  and  if  it  has  Just  the 

right  amount  of  humidity. 

AIATOUIICAE: 

-hat's  something  else  to  watch  out  for,  and  something  to  bo 

corrected  by  good  housekeeping. 

PFiA: 

Pi  re  Prevention  week  is  a.  good  timo  to  make  this  sort  of  a. 

chock  on  all  our  houses,,, to  clean  out  any  collections  of 

rubbish  that  v;e  have  lying  around  in  tho  attic  or  colla.r  or 

closets ,,,  .and  to  put  all  oily  rags  in  closed  metal  conta.inors 

AillTOUnCAR: 

You  know,  I've  hoard  that  most  fires  are  started  by  people  xAio 

fail  to  xout  out  cigarettes  and  cigars  and  xoipos. 

PHA: 

Yes,  that's  t^tio.  Pi  res  can  start  in  upholstery  and  burn  for 

a long  time  before  being  noticed. 

AlinOUliCAA: 

Then,  too,  people  go  to  slooxe  while’  smoking  in  bed,  The  next 

thing  they  knov/,  the  mattress  is  in  flames — and  so  are  they. 

thing  they 


PMA: 

^i:T0Ur'C2E: 
PM  a; 


AiP'OUlTCJP: 
PM.  A 


i\l:iiOUi;Ca 


Pl'Ux: 


Al-TiTOiTiTCJ]?.: 
PiA-x : 

AiriTOUTCAP: 

PMA: 

AililO  UiiC^H* 


Although  snoking  in  'bod  is  drugorous,  it's  not  nearly  as 
rioky  as  to  snoko  idiilo  cloaning  ruything  v/ith  gasoline , 

Surely,  everyhody  knov/s  hettor  than  to  do  that. 

You'd  think  so,  all  right,  hut  a lot  of  fires  are  started 
Just  that  way.  Cleaning  with  gasoline,  or  henzine  or  naptha, 
in  a hone  is  a.  most  dangerous  occupation  anyway, 

Pven  if  you  aren't  snoking,  and  don't  have  a fire  around? 

Pven  then.  The  fact  is  that  no  hone  is  hig  enough  for  the 
safe  use  of  gasoline.  When  the  funcs  nix  with  air,  they 
explode  very  easily,  ^ven  a spark  v;ill  do  it.  And  if  that 
happens  to  you,  you  won't  he  around  to  see  the  house  hum 
dovrn. 

And  I'd  like  to  add  that  any  hone  that  is  wired  for  electricity 
can  ha.ve  a randon  spark.  So  the  watchword  is  DOiT'T  clean 
v/ith  gasoline  in  the  house. 

There  are  lots  of  ways  to  start  fires.  Those  we've  nontionod, 
and  others, . .like  failing  to  pull  out  the  cord  on  the  iron 
when  a housewife  goes  off  to  other  tasks.  A defective  chimicy 
or  flue,  or  a,  defective  stove  or  furna.co  is  equally  dangerous. 
And  hot  ashes  fron  a.  stove  or  furnace,  if  not  handled  properly. 
All  of  these  things  add  up  to  carelessness.  The  experts 
figure  that  90  percent  of  all  fires  cou.ld  ha.ve  hcon  prevented. 
Are  v;e  naking  any  progress  on  this? 

ITot  according  to  the  figures,  Pire  losses  in  1945  wore  greater 
than  in  any  of  the  preceding  16  years. 

Yes,  hut  that  vms  a w^ar  year. 
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FVia: 

That's  true,  hut  listen  to  these  statistics.-  Per  the  first 

four  nonths  of  1946,  there  v;ere  16  fires  for  every  10  v;c  had 

last  year. 

And  this  is  a.  year  ulien  the  nation  and  the  world  fa.ce  the 

distressing’  prohlens  of  feeding  and  housing  its  people. 

You've  pointed  out  vei’y  clearly  that  here  in  ihacrica  — 

nainly  through  our  ov.n  carelessness  — fire  tahes  a.  groa.t 

toll  of  lives  and  hanpers  the  feeding  of  our  owu  people  a,s 

v/cll  as  the  hungry  ones  ahroad. 

PLIA: 

In  all  too  nany  cases,  a farn  fire  is  the  first  stepping 

stone  in  the  gradual  ocononic  hroahdown  of  a thriving  family 

unit . 

APi:Cl]lTCAP: 

I can  see  that  a really  had  farn  fire  v;ould  he  a.  groa.t 

handicap. 

PI--1A: 

The  loss  of  necessary  food  sur)plies  and  the  noney-cost  of 

repla.cing  destroyed  buildings  are  hurdles  tha.t  nany  farners  • 

no  na.ttcr  hov;  v/illing  — can  never  conplotoly  ovorcone. 

AIPIOjITCJP: 

If  fire  losses  in  1946  are  proving  to  he  even  greater  than 

last  yean  • — then  vro  should  pay  special  ohservance  to  Pire 

Prevention  V.-oek  this  tiree. 

PMAJ 

It  would  he  v/oll  worth  it.  President  Yrmnan  in  dosigna.ting 

October  6 to  12  as  Pire  Prevention  hpeh,  asked  every  citizon 

to  do  his  part  by  learning  hov;  to  detect  and  elininate  all 

possible  causes  of  fires  in  his  hone  and  in  his  business. 

AlTITOUl'CAP; 

h'e'vo  already  discussed  sone  of  these  ca.usos*.  How  v/ha.t  can 

each  of  us  do  to  nalte  sure  tha.t  p’ure  carelessness  vron't  give 

fire  a chaiico  to  stai't? 

9 


RiA: 


S^.ch  citizGii  — v/hetlior  lio  lives  in  tovni  or  in  tho  country  — 


Ai.x.  0 Uii  CAA! 


Pl-IA: 


Ai'i  i 1 01)  A OA  ?L  s 
PMA: 


AljxIOUlTCAH: 


mAi 


Al.i'ORTCAP! 


whothcr  ho  rents  or  ovnis  — slioulcl  iuukc  a roo:.i- oy-roon 
inspection  of  lais  hone  in  order  to  discover  possible  fire 
ha.zards.  In  farn  areas,  local  fire  officials  v/ill  help  in 
looking  over  houses  and  farn  buildings.  Parners  also  should 
nohe  firebreoks  aroujid  haystanhs,  out-buildings  and  natujring 
crox:'S  that  o.re  liable  to  creedo  a fire  nenace. 

That  procedure  ought  to  cut  down  fires  q_uite  r.  bit.  But 
who.t  if  fire  does  brook  out  in  spite  of  all  precautions? 
hell,  in  that  co.so,  keep  coAn  — o.s  you  probokly  v/on’t  be 
cool  — collect  your  wits  ond  size  up  the  situation.  Then 
notify  the  fire  dopai-tncnt , 

Su-iDposing  there  is  no  fire  dopartnent. 

In  rural  areo.s,  fanilies  should  hOvVO  hone  fire  extinguishers 
conveniently  locrted  in  hones  and  outbuildingSi  v/iiich  will 
v/ork  efficiently  vjhon  needed. 

Have  you  got  ojiy  x'lointors  on  using  o.  fire  extinguisher? 

I'/ell,  tho  best  thing  to  do  if  the  fire  is  inside  the  house, 
is  to  stojid  noon  the  door,  so  thok  any  sudden  burst  of  flono 
v/on't  tro.p  you,  Ain  directly  at  whatever  is  burning  — 
except  in  the  co.se  of  such  things  as  foks  or  go.solino.  Then, 
you  should  ain  just  above  the  level  of  the  flojeing  liquid  to 
avoid  splashing  and  spreading  tho  fire. 

That  seens  logicoA.  Hov/  abouk  electrical  fires  — how  should 


they  be  put  out? 


i 


PhiA: 

The  first  thing  to  do  in  the  enso  of  an  eloctric  firo  is 

to  turn  off  the  currant.  If  this  is  not  possihlo,  uso 

sand,  dirt,  flour  or  sono  otho:"  dry  natorial  v/hich  is  handy* 

Don't  use  wator  unless  you  ha.vc  first  turned  off  the 

current  ad  the  nastor  switch.  Pour  local  firo  chief  can 

give  you  details  on  the  host  v/ays  to  fight  various  kinds 

of  fires. 

ihPIOIJlTCJE: 

Fi-IA: 

I auess  it  v'-ould  he  a,  aood  idea  to  hrush  up  on  the  prox:or 

net hods . 

Yes,  And  it's  v;isc  for  every  nenhor  of  the  faiiily  to  knov/ 

cnactly  what  to  do  if  a serio'us  hlazc  should  hroaJc  out  in 

the  hone,  Por  instance,  if  a person  v/ei'-s  trapped  on  the 

second  floor  of  a.  hurning  house,  his  firs\V  action  na.tu.ra.lly 

would  he  to  rush  for  the  stairway''. 

Ai;i;0'Jj.lC3xiI 

Is  tha.t  wrong? 

PI-iA: 

You  hot  your  life  it  is  — and  when  I sa.y  tha.t  — -i-  nc an 

it  literally.  You  see,  v/hen  a.  house  is  hurning>  the  sta>irv;a.y 

usually  ants  like  a flue  — and  gases  fron  flanot'^  downstairs 

often  cone  hillov/ing  up.  Another  inx)o-tant  thing  is  to  keep 

doors  closed.  Hany  a.  disastrous  fire  could  ha.vc  hofcn  kept 

under  control  if  tlie  doors  hetvrcen  the  flames  and  the 

threatened  roons  had  renained  shut. 

illTEOTATCJE: 

You  no  an  the  draft  caused  hy  opening  the  doors  just  gave 

PI-'iA: 

cncouragcnent  to  the  firo? 

Thai's  I'ight . liany  lives  have  heen  lost  in  just  this  f*a.Siiion 

One  sure  v;a.y  to  tell  vdiether  or  not  it's  safe  to  open  tnc 

door  is  to  put  your  hand  on  it.  If  it  fools  hot  to  the  toucli 

than  it  rJ-nost  cortninly  v;ould  ho  fo,tr.l  to  open  it 
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AimOUiTCilH: 


riiri.: 


AifiTOlLTC^E: 


~1G- 

l^iicso  aro  sono  valuable  su{^gGstions , . Let’s  hope 

that  \io  taizo  then  to  heart  and  stop  1)01112  care  loss  about 
fire,  Tho  United  States  holds  the  v/orld' s record  for 
destruction  of  property  by  fire,  I believe. 

You're  quite  right  there.  And  a disgracefrlL  record  it  is, 
too.  Although  v/e  can't  stop  all  fires  in  one  week,  v;o 
can,  botvrocn  October  6th  and  12th,  pledge  ourselves  to 
olininato  the  causes  of  fires  in  hones  and  on  farns  — and  to 
iiiltiabe  connunity  sazfety  prograns,  Eenenbor  thab  v/itli  a 
little  thought  and  effort,  \ro  can  nake  every  week  Eire 
Prevention  Ueek, 

Thanlr  you  very  nuch, , Pr lends,  that  wan  your 

Production  and  Marketing  Adninistration  roieresentabive , 

o YOUE  PAIIILY'S  POOD  will  be  x^resented  a.gain 

next  v;ock  at  this  saxie  tine.  This  broadcast,  a public 

service  fca.ture  over  stabion  , is  presented  for 

farn  and  city  listeners  in 


Your  announcer 


